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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on March 01, 2010. 
Claims 30, 32-35, 37, 38 and newly added claims 39 & 40 are pending. Claims 1-29, 31 & 36 

have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 30, 32-35, 37, 38 and newly 
added claims 39 & 40, filed on March 01, 2010 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

A: Applicant's Remarks 

For Applicant's remarks see "Applicant Arguments /Remarks Made in an Amendment" 
see filed March 01, 2010. 

A: Examiner's Response 

Applicant argues that that the cited references do not disclose or suggest a job generating 
unit configured to generate a print job, wherein the print job includes a job ticket and a print 
document, the job ticket including output layout information, additional information and color 
attribute information for the print document; and a job ticket editing unit configured to change 
the output layout information or the additional information included in the job ticket, wherein the 
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job ticket editing unit changes the color attribute information by a page unit in correspondence to 
the change in the output layout information or the additional information. 

Examiner understands the Applicant's arguments but respectfully disagree. Takahashi 
'999 either alone or in combination with Takahashi '245 or Hertling '034 discloses, teaches or 
suggests the Applicant's claimed invention. 

Takahashi '999 a job generating unit configured to generate a print job at Fig. 1 and 
column 14, lines 51-58. For example, the users of Computers 103a-b generates the print job to 
be printed. Fig. 21 shows the print job ticket 21503 and a print document, Job Ticket No. 1234. 
No. 1234 is the number related to the document to be printed after the "OK" button 21508 is 
pressed as shown in column 15, lines 12-20. The job ticket includes output layout information 
because column 16, lines 22-29, Fig. 26 and Numeral 22012 show where the outputting of each 
job is over and all the image formation processing jobs of the job ticket number 1234 are 
completed. Numeral 21607 of Fig. 22 and column 15, lines 21-27 shows the additional 
information because Numeral 21607 is a collation tab 21607 that allows the user to know the job 
setting instruction to the off-line collator 106, the status of the job and to change it. Fig. 22, 
Numeral 21610, column 15, lines 43-58 shows the color attribute information for the print 
document. Moreover, Takahashi '999 discloses a job ticket editing unit at Figs. 22-26, Numerals 
21603-21607 and column 15, lines 43-58. Numeral 21610 of the job ticket editing unit is allows 
the user to change the color attribute information and the setting of pages and the number of 
copies for the color MFP. Thus, Takahashi '999 either alone or in combination with Takahashi 
'245 or Hertling '034 discloses, teaches or suggests the Applicant's claimed invention. As a 
result, Applicant's application is not in condition for allowance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 101 
(The previous claim rejection is withdrawn in light of the applicant's amendments.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 30, 33-35 & 38-40 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi (US 6,727,999 Bl hereinafter, Takahashi '999) in combination with Takahashi (US 
6,985,245 Bl hereinafter, Takahashi '245). 

Regarding claim 33; Takahashi '999 discloses a print system (Fig. l, Print System) 
comprising: 

an information processing apparatus (Fig. 1, Computers 103aand 103b i.e. The computer 103 converts the 
produced lexis figures into POL and sends them to the MFP's 104 and 105 for prinl out. Column 3, lines 9-16); 

a print managing apparatus (Fig. 1, Server 102, The MFPs 104 and 105 are managed by the server 102. 
Column 3, lines 28-3 1 ); 

and a printing apparatus (Fig. 1, MFP's 104 and 105 i.e. MFP's 104 and 105 are used for printing. Column 3, 
lines 9-16), 

wherein the information processing apparatus comprises: 

a job generating unit (Fig. 1, Computers I03a-b) configured to generate a print job (i.e. Users of 

Computers 103a-b generates the print job. Column 14, lines 51-58), 
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wherein the print job includes a job ticket (Fig. 21, Job Ticket 21503) and a print document (Fig. 

21, Job Ticket No. 1234: i.e. No. 1234 is the number related to the document to be printed after the "OK" button 21508 is 
pressed. Column 15, lines 12-20), 

the job ticket including Output layout information (Fig. 26, Numeral 22012 i.e. Numeral 22012 shows 
where the outputting of each job is over and all the image formation processing jobs of the job ticket number 1234 are completed. 
Column 16, lines 22-29) additional information (Fig. 22 Numerals 21603-21607 i.e. Numeral 21607 is a collation tab 
21607 allows to know the job setting instruction to the off-line collator 106 and the status of the job. Column 15, lines 21-27) 

and color attribute (Fig. 22, Numeral 2 16 10) information for the print document (i.e. Numeral 21610 shows the 

attribute information for the print document. Column 15, lines 43-58); 

a job ticket editing unit (Figs. 22-26, Numerals 21603-21607) configured to change the output 
layout information or the additional information included in the job ticket (i.e. Numeral 21610 allows the 

user to change the color attribute information and the setting of pages and the number of copies for the color MFP. Column 15, 
lines 43-58); 

wherein the job ticket editing unit changes the color attribute information (Figs. 22, Numeral 
21610) by a page unit (Fig. 22, "Pages") in correspondence to the change in the output layout 

information Or the additional information (i.e. Numeral 21610 allows the user to change the color attribute 
information and the sellinu of pages and die number of copies for die color MFP. Column 15, lines 43-58); 

wherein the print managing apparatus comprises: 

a reception unit (Fig. 1, mfp's 104 & 105) configured to receive the print job from the 

information processing apparatus (Fig. 1, MFP's 104 & 105 receives print jobs from Computers 103a and 103b. 
Column 3, lines 9-16); 

Takahashi '999 does not expressly disclose a layout unit, analysis unit, read unit, 
designation unit, print control unit and a first and second print mode. 

Takahashi '245 discloses a layout unit (Fig. 22, Copy Count) configured to perform layout of 
the print document included in the print job received by the reception unit into one or more 
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pages, wherein layout is performed based on the output layout information included the job 

ticket included in the received print job (i.e. Fig. 22 shows a Job Ticket with output layout information. Copy count 
is a print instruction to be performed and represents one or more pages. Column 20, lines 20-31); 

an analysis unit (Fig. 29, step S2214 & S2209) configured to analyze each page of the print 
document as to whether the page includes a color attribute, wherein analysis is based on the 

layout performed by the layout unit (i.e. Fig. 29, Step S2214 & S2209 determines whether or not the printing job 
consists of color data to be printed. Column 29, line 41 thru column 30, line 26); 

a read unit (Fig. 19, Read Attribute Display Section 1517) configured to read the color attribute 
information included in the job ticket included in the received print job (i.e. The read attribute display 

section 1517 is comprised of an image size displa> section 1504 for selecting and designating an image size, a resolution input 
section 1505, and a color mode setting section 1506. Column 21, lines 54-57. See also column 12, line 50 thru column 13, line 9); 

a designation unit (Fig. 29, Step S2204) configured to designate one of at least first and second 

print modes (Fig. 29, Manual and Auto Print Modes) in response to a user instruction (i.e. At Step S2204, the print 
mode is determined to see whether the printing job has been designated for manual (Manual) processing or automatic (Auto) 
processing in response to a user choice. Column 29, line 41 thru column 30, line 26); 

wherein in the first print mode, a print instruction is given in correspondence to the layout 
performed by the layout unit and the analysis performed by the analysis unit (i.e. At Step S2202 the 

process procedure is determined taking the priority of the printing job into consideration. A print instruction for a print layout is 
issued by a user and the process of printing is determined. Column 24, line 41 thru column 30, line 26); 

and wherein in the second print mode, a print instruction is given in correspondence to 
the layout performed by the layout unit and the color attribute information read by the read unit 

(At Step S2214 it is determined whether or not the entire printing job consists of color data. Column 29, line 41 thru column 30, 
line 26); 

a print control unit (Fig. 14, input Job Control Section 1202) configured to give a print instruction 
to the printing apparatus in the one mode designated by the designation unit (i.e. Fig. 29 shows at step 
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S2201 a printing job transferred from the client 103 is input to the input job control section 1202 of Fig. 14, \ ia the first NIC 111 
and the input device control section 1201 and is temporarily spooled therein. At Step S2204, the manual or Auto mode is 
designated. Column 29, line 41 thru column 30, line 26). 

Takahashi '999 and Takahashi '245 are combinable with because they are from same 
field of endeavor of network printer systems (See Takahashi '245, "Title "). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Takahashi '999 by adding a layout unit, analysis 
unit, read unit, designation unit, print control unit and a first and second print mode as taught by 
Takahashi '245. The motivation for doing so would have been because there is a need to produce 
a high-quality document. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Takahashi '999 with 
Takahashi '245 to obtain the invention as specified in claim 33. 

Regarding claim 30; Takahashi '999 as modified does not expressly disclose a print 
system, wherein the print system further comprises a plurality of printing apparatuses including a 
monochromatic printing apparatus and a color printing apparatus, and wherein the print control 
unit selects the monochromatic printing apparatus or the color printing apparatus to perform a 
distribution printing in correspondence to the one mode designated by the designation unit. 

Takahashi '245 discloses wherein the print managing apparatus (Fig. 27, Document Server 102) 
is connected to a plurality of printing apparatuses (Fig. 27, mfp's 104 & 105) including a 
monochromatic printing apparatus (Fig. 36, mfp 105) and a color printing apparatus (Fig. 36, mfp 104); 

and wherein the print control unit selects the monochromatic printing apparatus or the 
color printing apparatus to perform a distribution printing in correspondence to the one mode 

designated by the designation unit (i.e. Fig. 27 & 29 show where monochromatic the printing apparatus or the color 
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printing apparatus may be selected to perform a distribution printing. Fig. 29 also shows at Step S2204 shows where the manual 
or Auto mode is designated. Column 29, line 41 thru column 30, line 26). 

Takahashi '999 and Takahashi '245 are combinable with because they are from same 
field of endeavor of network printer systems (See Takahashi '245, "Title"). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Takahashi '999 by adding a monochromatic 
printing apparatus and a color printing apparatus as taught by Takahashi '245. The motivation 
for doing so would have been because there is a need for a user to have several ways to print a 
document. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Takahashi '999 with Takahashi 
'245 to obtain the invention as specified in claim 33. 

Regarding claims 34 & 38; Claims 34 & 38 contains substantially similar features as 
that of apparatus claim 33. Thus, claim 34 & 38 are rejected on the same ground as claim 33. 

Regarding claim 35; Claim 35 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 30. 
Thus, claim 35 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 30. 

Regarding claim 39; Takahashi '245 discloses a print system (Fig. l, Print System) 

wherein the job ticket editing unit changes the output layout information by shifting 

Simplex printing to duplex printing (Fig. 22, i.e. The duplex printing section can be set to ON or OFF so that the ON 
setting enables the duplex printing whereas the OFF setting enables single-side printing. Column 23, lines 37-52); 

and changes the additional information by deleting an annotation having a color attribute. 

(i.e. To change the setting contents of the job ticket, the user can operate the cancel key 1805 to stop or suspend the process 
operations based on the commands from I lie user Column 23, lines 53-67) 

Regarding claim 40; Claim 40 contains substantially similar features as that of claim 39. 
Thus, claim 40 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 39. 
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5. Regarding claims 32 & 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takahashi '999 and Takahashi '245 as applied to claim 29 above, and further in view of 
Hertling (US 6,874,034 Bl hereinafter, Hertling '034). 

Regarding claim 32; Takahashi '999 as modified does not expressly disclose a print 
system wherein the print instruction information described by the job ticket is described by a 
markup language. 

Hertling '034 discloses a print system (Fig. 2, Print System 100) wherein the print instruction 
information described by the job ticket (Fig. 2, Print Job Ticket 303) is described by a markup language 

(i.e. The print job ticket 303 can contains a plurality of field of instructions. Fach field respectively contains data in a suitable 
format, such as extensible markup language (XML). Column 9, lines 62 thru column 10, line 7). 

Takahashi '999 and Hertling '034 are combinable with because they are from same field 
of endeavor of network printer systems (Hertling '034 at "Field of invention"). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Takahashi '999 by adding wherein the print 
instruction information described by the job ticket is described by a markup language as taught 
by Hertling '034. The motivation for doing so would have been because it is advantageous to 
have a suitable language for the server to easily read and process information. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to combine Takahashi '999 with Hertling '034 to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 29. 

Regarding claim 37; Claim 37 contain substantially the same subject matter as claim 32. 
Therefore, claims 37 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 32. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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